English 9, Schoen: The Odyssey
Book 9: Sailing from Troy, modified summary:
I am Odysseus of Ithaca. And here is my tale since setting out from Troy:
Our first landfall was Ismarus, in the land of the Cicones. We sacked the town, killed the men and took the women captive. I was for putting out right then, but my men would not hear of it.  Carousing on the beach, they feasted and dawdled while survivors of our plundering raised the hinterlands. The main force of the Cicones swept down on us in a black tide. These were fighting men, and it was all we could do to hold the ships until, outnumbered, we cut our losses and put back out to sea.
And while we still grieved for our fallen comrades, Zeus sent a storm that knocked us to our knees. We rode it out as best we could. I might even then have rounded the southern cape and made for home had not a new gale driven us across seventeen days of open sea.Who is Odysseus telling his story to? 



Book 9: Sailing from Troy, Verse. Pages 983-984 in textbook: 
Lines from the text: 			Your Paraphrasing:	
“I am Laertes son, Odysseus.			_____________________________________________		What does Odysseus say he is world-famous for? 



		Men hold me		_____________________________________________
formidable for guile in peas and war:		_____________________________________________
this fame has gone abroad to the sky’s rim. 	_____________________________________________
My home is on the peaked sea-mark of Ithaca	_____________________________________________Where is Odysseus’ home? What is it like? 






under Mount Neion’s wind-blown robe of leaves,_____________________________________________
in sight of other islands – Dulichium,		_____________________________________________
Same, wooded Zacynthus – Ithaca		_____________________________________________What does “each poor ghost unfleshed” mean? 






being most lofty in that coastal sea, 		_____________________________________________
and northwest, while the rest lie east and south.	_____________________________________________
A rocky isle, but good for a boys’ training;	_____________________________________________
I shall not see on earth a place more dear,	_____________________________________________
though I have been detained long by Calypso,	_____________________________________________What does the description of Calypso and Circe tell us about Odysseus? 





loveliest among goddesses, who help me	_____________________________________________
in her smooth caves, to be her heart’s delight,	_____________________________________________
as Circe of Aeaea, the entrantress, 		_____________________________________________
desired me, and detained me in her hall. 	_____________________________________________
But in my heart I never gave consent.		_____________________________________________
Where shall a man find sweetness to surpass	_____________________________________________
his own home and his parents? In far lands	_____________________________________________What does “but in my heart I never gave consent” imply?
 





he shall not, though he find a house of gold. 	_____________________________________________
What of my sailing, then, from Troy? 		_____________________________________________
		What of those years
of rough adventure, weathered from Zeus? 	_____________________________________________What did Odysseus and his men do when they landed on Ismarus, land of the Cicones? 





The wind that carried west from Ilium		_____________________________________________
brought me to Ismarus, on the far shore, 	_____________________________________________
a strongpoint on the coast of Cicones. 		_____________________________________________
I stormed that place and killed the men who fought. __________________________________________
Plunder we took, and we enslaved the women,	_____________________________________________
to make division, equal shares, to all –		_____________________________________________
but on the spot I told them: “Back, and quickly!    _____________________________________________
Out to sea again!” My men were mutinous,	___________________________________________How do Odysseus’ men behave? 





fools, on the stores of wine. Sheep after sheep 	___________________________________________
they butchered by the surf, and shambling cattle,___________________________________________
feasting, -while fugitives went inland, running	___________________________________________
to call to arms the main force of Cicones. 	___________________________________________
This was an army, trained to fight on horseback	___________________________________________Odysseus men won’t leave. What is the result of this refusal? 








Or, where the ground required, on foot. They came _________________________________________
with dawn over that terrain like the leaves	___________________________________________
and blades of spring. So doom appeared to us,	___________________________________________
dark word of Zeus for us, our evil days. 		___________________________________________
My men stood up and made of a fight of it –	___________________________________________
backed on the ships, with lances kept in play, 	___________________________________________
from bright morning through the blaze of noon	___________________________________________
holding our beach, although far outnumbered;  ____________________________________________
but when the sun passed toward unyoking time, ___________________________________________
then the Achaeans, one by one, gave way.	___________________________________________
Six benches were left empty in every ship	___________________________________________Why were there six empty benches? 






that evening when we pulled away from death. 	___________________________________________
And this new grief we bore with us to sea:	___________________________________________
our precious lives we had, but not our friends.	___________________________________________
No ship made sail the next day until some shipmate_________________________________________
had raised a cry, three times, for each poor ghost ___________________________________________
unfleshed by the Cicones on that field. 		____________________________________________
 Review and Assess, pages 985
1. A.What qualities does Odysseus have that are admirable?
    B. What qualities does Odysseus have that are not admirable?

2. A. Describe the events on Ismarus:

    B. What lessons can be learned from the defeat of Odysseus and his men at Ismarus? 

3. What significant roles does his home play in Odysseus’ epic journey? 

4.  A.How do Calypso and Circe keep Odysseus from returning home? 

     B.How did Odysseus feel when he was with Calypso and Circe? 
 

English 9, Schoen: The Odyssey
The Lotus-Eaters: Modified Summary
We found ourselves at last in the land of the Lotus-eaters. These folk are harmless enough, but the plant on 
which they feast is insidious. Three of my men tasted it and all they wanted was more. They lost all desire for home. I 
had to force them back to the ships and tie them down while we made our getaway.
The Lotus-Eaters: Verse, page 984-985 
Verse:					Your Paraphrasing:				Questions: Infer: Why did Zeus send a storm? 






Now Zeus the lord of cloud roused in the north    ________________________________________
a storm against the ships, and driving veils	________________________________________
of squall moved down like night on land and sea. ________________________________________
The bows went plunging at the gust; sails	________________________________________
cracked and lashed out strips in the big wind. 	________________________________________
We saw death in that fury, dropped our yards,	________________________________________
unshipped the oars, and pulled for the nearest lee:  ______________________________________How long did the storm last? 





then two long days and nights we lay offshore	________________________________________
worn out and sick at heart, tasting our grief, 	________________________________________Find the example of personification. What is it and what does it explain? 





until a third Dawn came with ringlets shining.	________________________________________
Then we put up our masts, hauled sail, and rested,_______________________________________
Letting the steersmen and breeze take over. 	________________________________________

I might have made it safely home, that time, 	________________________________________How did Odysseus end up in the land of the Lotus-Eaters?  ? 





but as I came round Malea the current		________________________________________
took me out to sea, and from the north		________________________________________
a fresh gale drove me on, past Cythera		________________________________________
Nine days I drifted on the teeming sea		________________________________________
before dangerous high winds. Upon the tenth 	________________________________________
we came to the coastline of the Lotus-Eaters,	________________________________________
who live upon that flower. We landed there	________________________________________Why did Odysseus send out a runner?






to take on water. All ships’ companies		________________________________________
mustered alongside for the mid-day meal. 	________________________________________
Then I sent out two picked men and a runner	________________________________________
to learn what race of men that land sustained. 	________________________________________How did the Lotus-Eaters treat Odysseus and his men?






They fell in, and soon enough, with Lotus-Eaters,_________________________________________ 
who showed no will to do us harm, only	________________________________________
offering the sweet Lotus to our friends-		________________________________________
but those who ate this honey-plant, the Lotus,	________________________________________Why is eating the Lotus dangerous?






never cared to report, nor to return:		_______________________________________
they longed to stay on forever, browsing on	_______________________________________
that native bloom, forgetful of their homeland.	_______________________________________
I drove them, all three wailing, to the ships,	_______________________________________
tied them down under their rowing benches,	_______________________________________How does Odysseus get his men back on the boats?






and called the rest: “All hand aboard;		_______________________________________
come, clear the bench and no one taste	_______________________________________
the Lotus, or you lose your hope of home.”	_______________________________________
Filing into their places by the rowlocks		_______________________________________
my oarsmen dipped their long oars in the surf,	_______________________________________
and we moved out again on our sea faring. 	_______________________________________

Review Questions
1. A. What happens to the men who eat the Lotus? 
    B. (Infer) What does this episode suggest about the main problem that Odysseus has with his men? 

C (Speculate) What do you think about the way Odysseus responds to the three men who want to stay with the Lotus-Eaters?

2. In what ways is the world of the Lotus Eaters similar to today’s world? 

3. Do you think Odysseus has displayed admirable, or heroic, qualities the episodes Sailing to Troy and the Lotus-Eaters? Why or why not? 










[bookmark: _GoBack]English 9, Schoen: The Odyssey
The Cyclops: Modified Summary
 Next we were in the land of the Cyclopes. We landed on a little island off their coast. And since they
don't know the first thing about sailing they'd left it uninhabited, though it was full of wildlife.
	The Cyclops were rude and aggressive giants that didn’t follow any law or traditional customs. They each lived in their own cave unaware of what the other were doing. They were usually cruel to their wives and children. They didn’t know how to farm or make wine, even though wheat, barley and grapes grow in the wild. They never bothered to learn how to farm these plants for food.
We made a pleasant meal of wild goat, then next day I left everyone else behind and took my own crew over
to the mainland. The first thing we saw was a big cave overlooking the beach. Inside were milking pens for goats and big 
cheeses aging on racks. My men were for making off with the cheeses and the lambs that we found in the cave, but I 
wanted to see what manner of being made this his den.
When the Cyclops -- Polyphemus was his name --came home that afternoon, he blotted out the light in
the doorway. He was as tall and rugged as an alp. One huge eye glared out of the center of his forehead. He didn't see us 
at first, but went about his business. The first thing he did was drag a huge boulder into the mouth of the cave. Twenty 
teams of horses couldn't have budged it. Then he milked his ewes, separating out the curds and setting the whey aside 
to drink with his dinner. It was when he made his fire for the meal that he saw us.
'Who are you?' asked a voice like thunder.
'We are Greeks, blown off course on our way home from Troy,' I explained. 'We assume you'll extend hospitality 
or suffer the wrath of Zeus, protector of guests.'
'Zeus? We Cyclopes are stronger than Zeus. I'll show you hospitality.' With that he snatched up two of my men 
and bashed their brains out on the floor. Then he ate them raw, picking them apart and poking them in his mouth,
bones and guts and all. We cried aloud to Zeus, but it did not help our friends. 
The Cyclops washed them down with great slurps of milk, smacked his lips in satisfaction and went to sleep. My 
hand was on my sword, eager to stab some vital spot. But I realized that only he could move the boulder that blocked the cave.
We passed a miserable night and then watched the Cyclops make breakfast of two more of our companions. 
When he went out to pasture his flock, he pulled the boulder closed behind him. It was up to me to make a plan. I found 
a tree trunk that the Cyclops intended for a walking stick. We cut off a six-foot section, skinned it, put a sharp point on
one end and hardened it in the fire. Then we hid it under a pile of manure. When the Cyclops came home and made his 
usual meal, I spoke to him:
 'Cyclops, you might as well take some of our liquor to savor with your barbarous feast.' 
I'd brought along a skin of wine that we'd been given as a gift. It was so strong that we usually diluted it in water 
twenty to one. The Cyclops tossed it back and then demanded more.
'I like you, Greek,' he said. 'I'm going to do you a favor. What's your name?'
'My name is Nobody,' I told him.
It turned out that the favor he gave was the promise to eat me last. But when the wine had knocked him out, I put
my plan into effect. Heating the end of the pole until it was glowing red, we ran it toward the Cyclops like a battering 
ram, aiming it for his eye and driving it deep. The thing sizzled like hot metal dropped in water while I twisted it like a screw. 
Polyphemus came awake with a roar, tore the spike from his eye and began groping for us in his blindness.
His screams of frustration and rage brought the neighboring Cyclopes to the mouth of the cave. 
'What is it, brother?' they called inside. 'Is someone harming you?'
'It's Nobody!' bellowed Polyphemus.
'Then for the love of Poseidon pipe down in there!'  They went away, and Polyphemus heaved the boulder
aside and spent the night by the open door, hoping we'd be stupid enough to try to sneak past him. 
Getting past him was the problem alright, but by morning I'd worked out a solution. Tying goats together with 
ropes of willow, I hid a man under each group of three. When it was time to let them out to pasture, the Cyclops ran his 
hands over their backs but did not notice the men underneath. Myself, I clutched to the underbelly of the biggest ram.
'Why aren't you leading the flock as usual?' asked Polyphemus, detaining this beast at the door and stroking its 
fleece. 'I wish you could talk, so you could point out those Greeks.' He let the ram go, and we beat it down to the ship as
fast as our legs would carry us. 
When we were a good way out to sea, I could not resist a taunt. I called out, and Polyphemus came to the edge 
of the seaside cliff. In his fury he tore up a huge boulder and flung it at us. It landed in front of our bow, and the splash 
almost drove us back onto the beach. This time I waited until my panicked men had rowed a good bit further before
I put my hands to my mouth to call out again. The men tried to hush me, but I was aquiver with triumph.
'If someone asks who did this, the name is Odysseus!'
That brought another boulder hurtling our way, but this one landed behind us and only hurried our departure.
The Cyclops was left howling on the cliff, calling out to his father Poseidon for vengeance.

Verse, pages 986-987:				Your Paraphrasing:			           Questions:
In the next land we found were Cyclops,		________________________________________How do the Cyclops treat each other?








Giants, louts, without a law to bless them.		________________________________________
In ignorance leaving the fruitage of the earth in mystery______________________________________
to the immortal gods, they neither plow		________________________________________
nor sow by hand, nor till the ground, though grain	________________________________________
wild wheat and barley – grows untended, and 	________________________________________
wine-grapes, in clusters, ripen in heaven’s rains. 	________________________________________
Cyclops have no muster and no meeting, 		________________________________________
no consultation or old tribal ways, 			________________________________________	
but each one dwells  in his mountain cave		________________________________________How do we know Cyclops are uncivilized?




dealing out rough justice to wife and child,		________________________________________
indifferent to what the others do. 			________________________________________	

As we rowed on, and nearer to the mainland,	________________________________________
at one end of the bay, we saw a cavern		________________________________________
yawning above the water, screened with laurel,	________________________________________
and many rams and goats about the place		________________________________________
inside a sheepfold- made from slabs of stone	________________________________________
earthfast between tall trunks of pine and rugged	________________________________________
towering oak trees. 				________________________________________

			A prodigious man		________________________________________Who lives in the cave?




slept in this cave alone, and took his flocks 		________________________________________
to graze afield – remote from all companions,	________________________________________
knowing none but his savage ways, a brute		________________________________________
so huge, that he seemed no man at all of those	________________________________________
who eat good wheaten bread; but he seemed rather ________________________________________
a shaggy mountain reared in solitude.		________________________________________
We beached there, and I told the crew 		________________________________________
to stand by and keep watch over the ship;		________________________________________What is special about the wine?




as for myself I took my twelve best fighters 		________________________________________
and went ahead. I had a goatskin full		________________________________________
of that sweet liquor that Euanthes’ son,		________________________________________
Maron, had given me. He kept Apollo’s 		________________________________________
holy grove at Ismarus; for kindness			________________________________________
we showed him there, and showed his wife and child, _______________________________________
he gave me seven shining golden talents		________________________________________
perfectly formed, a solid silver winebowl, 		________________________________________
and then this liquor – twelve two handled jars	________________________________________How do you know it is very strong wine?



of brandy, pure, and fiery. Not a slave		________________________________________
in Maron’s household knew this drink; only 		________________________________________
he, his wife and the storeroom mistress know;	________________________________________
and they would put one cupful-ruby-colored,	________________________________________
honey-smooth-in twenty more of water,		________________________________________
but still the sweet scent hovered like a fume		________________________________________
over the winebowl. No man turned away		________________________________________How does Odysseus try to prepare for his encounter with the Cyclops?



when cups of this came round. 			________________________________________
		A wineskin full			________________________________________
I brought along, and victuals in a bag,		________________________________________
for in my bones I knew some towering brute	________________________________________
would be upon us soon-all outward power,		________________________________________
a wild man, ignorant of civility.			________________________________________



Cyclops are the one-eyed giants. Polyphemus is the name of the cyclops that Odysseus meets.




Study Questions, pages 987-
1. Lines 157-166: What do the men see in Polyphemus’ cave? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Lines 167-170: What do Odysseus’ men want do? _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Lines 171-176: 
Why doesn’t Odysseus listen to his men? __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

INFER: Why do they make an offering? ____________________________________________________________________________
Hospitality is a very important custom. Guests were supposed to be treated well. Gods also sometimes appeared in human form, and it would be risky to refuse a stranger hospitality as that stranger could be a god in disguise. Refusing someone hospitality was offensive to the gods. 






4. Lines 204-223: How does Polyphemus respond to Odysseus’ demand that he and his men receive hospitality? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Lines 224-231: Why does Odysseus lie to Polyphemus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Lines 232-251:
	What does Polyphemus do with some of Odysseus’ men? ____________________________________________________

	Why doesn’t Odysseus kill Polyphemus? ___________________________________________________________________

7. Lines 252-264: What does Polyphemus do when he wakes up? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Lines 265-284: What is Odysseus’ plan? _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Lines 285-293: What did Polyphemus do when he returned to the cave? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Lines 294-312: 
	Why does Odysseus offer Polyphemus the wine? ____________________________________________________________

	What does Polyphemus think of the wine? _________________________________________________________________
	
	Why does Polyphemus offer Odysseus a gift? _______________________________________________________________

11. Lines 313-318
	Why does Odysseus tell Polyphemus his name is Nobody? ___________________________________________________

	What is the gift Polyphemus will give Odysseus? ____________________________________________________________
PERSONIFICATION:  a kind of metaphor in which you describe an inanimate object, abstract thing, or non-human animal in human terms. 


ALLITERATION:  words that begin with the same sound are placed close together. Although alliteration often involves repetition of letters, most importantly, it is a repetition of sounds.



IMAGERY: language used by writers to create images in the mind of the reader. Imagery includes figurative and metaphorical language to improve the reader’s experience through their senses: sight, sound, touch, smell, taste








12. Lines 320-340:
	How did Odysseus and the rest of his men get revenge? ______________________________________________________

	Find two examples of imagery in these lines: 
	Example #1: _______________________________________________________________________________________
	
What physical sense is shown in this example? _______________________________________________________

	Example #2: _______________________________________________________________________________________
	
What physical sense is shown in this example? ___________________________________________________________

13. Lines 340-349
	Find an example of alliteration in these lines: 
	__________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Lines 350-364: 
	Who comes to try and help Polyphemus? ________________________________________________________________

What two things do they want to know? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Why do they leave? _________________________________________________________________________________

15. Lines 365-377: What problem does Odysseus have to solve?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	
16. Lines 378-387: 
How does Odysseus solve the problem? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Lines 388-398:  Find an example of personification:_______________________________________________________________

18. Lines 399-414: Why is Polyphemus talking to his ram? _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. Lines 415-430:
	Does Odysseus’ plan work? ___________________________________
	
	Why are the men waiting at the ship upset when they see Odysseus and the men returning? 

	_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What do Odysseus and his men take with them? _____________________________________________________________

20. Lines 157-430: Odysseus is usually depicted as hero, but sometimes he doesn’t behave honorably. What has Odysseus done in this part of the story that is not honorable? 

